Immunopathogenesis of canine angistrongylosis: pulmonary effects of infection.
Deposits of immunoglobulins, complement, and fibrinogen were localized in the lungs of Angiostrongylus vasorum-infected dogs. In acutely infected dogs, significant deposits of IgA, IgG and IgM, complement, and fibrinogen were seen. The predominant immunoglobulin noted in infections of longer duration was IgG. The continued presence of fibrinogen as the predominant protein deposited suggested a continuation of intravascular coagulation. This was borne out by demonstrating luminal deposits of fibrinogen in many blood vessels. Histopathologic examination of the large revealed lesions typical of angiostrongylosis, as well as eggs of the worm as early as 35 days postinfection. This is the earliest report of egg production by A. vasorum on record.